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The donations box received £41.86 from visitors 
to the Meeting House during August.   
Well done and thank you all for your efforts. 
In July the Bits and Bobs stall raised £56.80 – 
helped by donated books from Sheila and Ray Seal. 
Maggie Hodges has raised £650 from selling 
jewellery –old/broken – gold, silver, platinum – 
odd bits which were just laying in a drawer and of 
no wearable use … maybe it is time to look through 
your drawers to see what could be donated (via 
Maggie) to our fundraising? 
The magnificent patchwork quilt worked by 
Sarane Brennan and gifted to raise funds for the 
building restoration is now on view at the Meeting 
House. The draw will take place at Robert’s Organ 
Recital.  Tickets (£1 each) are available from 
Paulette or Ann. 
See the quilt in this photo 
(right), held by Maggie and  
Paulette to get an idea of  
the size and the amount  
of work Sarane has put in! 
Our Treasurer Andrew Gibbs  
has spent untold hours on the Application Form for 
funding from Historic England which will be 
submitted very shortly.  Some of the sections were 
more than tricky to complete and we express our 
thanks to Andrew for all his efforts.   
Please tell all your friends about our Organ Recital 
by our organist Robert Waller – all are welcome on 
Saturday 21st September at 7pm and there will be 
a varied selection of music played on our historic 
organ. There is no entry charge. We will be offering 
light refreshments and taking a voluntary retiring 
collection. 
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Fundraising in August - September 

 
This month we have raised towards the Restoration 
Fund: £452.25 from Karen Tricker's gallant 10k run 
round the town - well done Karen, we hope all the 
resulting aches and pains have dissolved by now.  
£122.00 was raised at the Barbecue hosted by 
Tessa and David Forsdike - a lot of work and it was 
worth it (see the photo above).  Sadly numbers 
were down though, due to a number of people 
being away or some being double booked.  A 
couple of people who were unable to be at the 
barbecue presented Paulette with a 'plain brown 
envelope' containing £100.00 towards the fund. 
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Unitarians, (who also contributed again this year), 
and it was wonderful for the Colchester group, and 
Riena, to be part of such wonderful generosity on 
the part of all the volunteers and the lovely family 
community which was created. Please ask Riena all 
about it – we shall be looking for volunteers for 
next year! Photos will soon be added to our 
website – campjojo.org  and our Facebook page, 
so you can keep up to date with our progress. 

By Ralph Spence 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Camp Jojo 2019 

The last two weeks in August have been very busy 
at Ivy Farm, East Mersea, the home of the Camp 
site run by Ralph and Jenny Spence, former 
members of the Ipswich Congregation, and now 
members of the Colchester Fellowship. 
Following our successful pilot camp last year, we 
ran three camps this August, two staffed by a 
band of wonderful volunteers, and a midweek 
Returners camp for some of those who attended 
last year. 
Riena Jackson, from Ipswich, volunteered as a 
family supporter, and says that she found the 
whole experience very rewarding (although also 
very tiring!!) For each weekend, six or seven 
families, all of whom had one child with varying 
disabilities, some in wheelchairs, with very 
complex needs, enjoyed a whole range of 
activities, specially equipped tents and equipment 
which were all provided by money raised by Camp 
Jojo over the previous twelve months. Food was 
provided and very much enjoyed by all (especially 
the wonderful home-made cakes!) There was 
something for everyone in the activities, which 
ranged from fire-lighting to craft activities, to 
getting to know the farm animals, and an 
expedition to the beach. 
 
 
 
All the families were very appreciative, and want 
to come back to the farm again. Camp Jojo began 
because of a donation from the London District 
Unitarians, (who also contributed again this year), 
and it was wonderful for the Colchester group,  
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Ed Sheeran in Ipswich 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ipswich hosted four Ed Sheeran ‘Divide’ concerts 
over the August Bank Holiday weekend. Almost 
160,000 people came to listen to our ‘local lad 
made good’ entertain along with two other local 
bands. Ed’s home base is in nearby Framlingham 
and we expect it is unusual for him to be able to 
sleep in his own bed during his tours. 
If you missed the excitement, then make sure you 
visit the Made in Suffolk Exhibition at Christchurch 
Mansion, which is open from 20th August 2019 to 
3rd May 2020. Curated by his father, John Sheeran, 
the exhibition displays an array of private family 
photographs, unseen works of art and personal 
items relating to key moments in Ed’s life and 
career. Entry is free - https://www.made-in-
suffolk.co.uk  
  

 

This view of the Camp JoJo site shows what a beautiful 
setting the children had to enjoy 

 

 

https://www.made-in-suffolk.co.uk/
https://www.made-in-suffolk.co.uk/
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Lewis Connolly moving on … 

Our Minister Lewis Connolly has decided to resign 

from his position at our Meeting House to focus on 

his Masters degree. He will be leaving at the end of 

November 2019. 

Lewis writes –  
After a fruitful three and a half years of ministry 
here at the Ipswich Unitarian Meeting, I have 
decided to draw my ministry to a close that I might 
focus on my academic Jungian studies, and other 
projects of interest. These last years have been an 
enjoyable chapter in my life, I have much 
appreciated being part of this open-minded 
community, and in particular delving into some 
interesting areas of religious inquiry with you all. 
Having now resigned, I will continue in my post until 
the end of November 2019. I wish the Meeting 
every blessing going forward. Best wishes, Lewis.    
 

 

Taizé Singing Group  

After a break in August, the group will meet again 
at 10.00 on Tuesday 10th September in the Upper 
Room.  Do join us to do some singing in a relaxed 
and easygoing atmosphere. 
 

The Poetry Group 

The next meeting will be at 2.0pm on Thursday 
27th September in the Upper Room. To find out 
which poet we will be considering, please contact 
Ann or Riena. 
 

Conversation in the Upper Room 

Six members of the congregation met with Lewis 
on Thursday 22nd August to continue this series of 
conversations, with the theme this month being 
Love.  These evenings are always thought 
provoking and stimulating, offering everyone the 
opportunity to share in a small group setting. 
Do come and join us next time round at 7pm on 
Thursday 5th September! 
 

The Art of Conversation 

The next dose of friendly interlocution is on 
Sunday 8th September, when the theme is 'Why 
do stories matter to us?' We meet at the Oakes 
Barn pub, St Andrews Street South, Bury St 
Edmunds at 12 noon for a 12.15 start. 
Conversations last just an hour. We are usually in 
the upstairs community room, but occasionally 
get bumped down to the bar area - which still 
works fine mostly. We hope you can join us on the 
8th!    Matthew Smith 
 

Ride and Stride – Heritage Opening 

The weekend of 14th and 15th September will be a 
busy one for all Suffolk Churches. They will be 
open to visitors for the Heritage Open days and 
for the Ride and Stride sponsored charity 
fundraising where people visit as many churches 
as possible (on foot or cycling) and ask for 
sponsorship for their efforts. 
We will need volunteers over the whole weekend 
to talk to visitors to sell tickets for our Quilt and to 
promote our Organ Recital – please do come to 
support us. 
 
 

Festivals 

Big Multicultural Festival - Alexandra Park, Ipswich 

- Sunday 1 September 12 noon to 18.00 – 

www.bscsuffolk.org.uk  

 
Art Eat Festival – Sat 21st September 11am to 
7.30pm and Sun 22nd 12pm to 7.30pm - Ipswich 
Waterfront – free urban festival celebrating street 
food, art, music and community – 
www.arteatfestival.com  
 
Bury St Edmunds Literature Festival 25th – 27th 
October 2019 
https://www.facebook.com/BuryLitFest/?ref=br_rs  
The Unitarian Meeting House in Bury St Edmunds 
will be one of the main venues. 
 

Birthdays in September  

Happy birthday this month to – 
 Karen Tricker on 7th, Freddie Gray on 14th and Ann 
Baeppler on 20th. 
We hope you all have a good celebration and plenty 
of cake! 

http://www.bscsuffolk.org.uk/
http://www.arteatfestival.com/
https://www.facebook.com/BuryLitFest/?ref=br_rs
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Services in September 

All services start at 10.45 and everyone is welcome. 
Minister Lewis Connolly will be leading the services 
on Sundays 1st; 8th; 15th and 22nd. Emily Ford will be 
leading the service on Sunday 29th September. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Events in September 

2nd – Trustees Meeting 6pm 
5th Conversation in the Upper Room – 7pm 
8th - Art of Conversation – Bury St Edmunds 
10th - Taizé Singing Group – 10am at the MH 
14th – Ride and Stride - Meeting House open 
14th and 15th – Heritage Open days welcoming 
visitors to our Meeting House (please volunteer to 
help) and Ride and Stride 
21st - Organ Recital – 7pm – free entry – collection 
for our Restoration Fund. All welcome. 

 

… and also … 

4th October – Curry night at the Meeting House 
13th October – 07.20am Tessa Forsdike reviewing 
the news at BBC Radio Suffolk 
24th October – United Nations Day 
9th November – Way Beyond the Blue Concert at the 
Meeting House 
10th November – Meeting AGM after the service 
 

Read Easy 

There is a local scheme to help adults to read which 
gives a free one to one support service. It only 
started last year and has already been successful in 
helping one young person who had not been able to 
read to find a job. There are eleven adult readers 
currently working with a volunteer, meeting either 
once a week for one hour or twice weekly for half 
an hour each time. They meet in a Children’s Centre, 
a Library or a Church Hall.  
Ipswich has a population of approximately 185,000 
and it is estimated that as many as 22,000 of these 
people cannot read. It seems that those people 
coming forward for support are mainly in the 50 
plus age group and may not have been diagnosed 
with challenges such as dyslexia when at school. 
Now they may be looking for promotion at work or 
wanting to read with grandchildren and so have 
struggled with not being able to read fluently. 
Jenny at Read Easy Ipswich is still looking for more 
volunteers who will do a one day training and then 
work with readers following a manual. The next 
training day is Thursday 12th September and there 
are still 4 places available if you would like to join. 
Contact Jenny on jennyr@readeasy.org.uk  
 

 

 
 
 

Disclaimer – We welcome contributions from 

all members and friends of our congregation. Views 
expressed in the articles are those of the individual 
and not necessarily those of our congregation or of 
our Unitarian community 
 

Contacts Contributions PLEASE for the next 

newsletter to Tessa before the deadline of 
Wednesday 25th September – to 
ipswichunitarian@gmail.com or post to 48 Crabbe 
Street, Ipswich IP4 5HS  
To contact our Secretary, Riena Jackson, ring 01473 
210064/email mjack76748@aol.com  
To contact our Minister, Lewis Connolly, ring 01473 
422528/email revdlewisconnolly@gmail.com 
Website - http://unitarianipswich.com   
 

Thought for the month 

A lot of people are afraid to say what they want. 
That’s why they don’t get what they want 
Madonna 

 
Visitors to the 2018 Heritage Open days – photo by 
Sandra Hawes 

mailto:jennyr@readeasy.org.uk
mailto:ipswichunitarian@gmail.com
mailto:mjack76748@aol.com
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